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WHAT’S NEW IN CURRICULUM? 

Dear Fair Haven Families, 

In a few short days, we will be venturing into 2020!  Can you believe it?  I feel as if these first months of 

school have flown by and every once in a while I wish that time would slow down a bit.  The time that 

students have in Knollwood and Sickles is so special, it is so important to enjoy these years.  They provide 

students with the foundation necessary to be successful, but also instill the love of learning. 

This month, as I was thinking about some classroom experiences to share and in the process also visiting 

classrooms in both of our schools, I had so many conversations with teachers about how excited I am to 

see how much students love learning.  It may take time for some to find their niche, but once it clicks, 

there is no turning back.  I am truly impressed at how our students share what they are learning,  how 

they are applying what they have learned in new ways, and how they are learning to find their voices.  I’ve 

seen beautiful examples of learning communities established within classrooms where students boost 

each other up, providing support for their peers and the confidence to take a risk.  I’ve seen some intense 

discussions between students with varying perspectives, but they respectfully agree to disagree.  I’ve seen 

students want to teach their peers strategies to help with specific tasks.  Every day that I have the 

opportunity to see students in action is a true gift! 

Happy Holidays and Happy New Year! 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Romano 

Director of Curriculum & Instruction 

romanoc@fairhaven.edu 

Twitter:  @FHCurriculum 

Inside This Issue:  Kindergarten Puts the “FUN” in Fundations...Ethical Dilemmas in Science...Analyzing Poetry in Literacy...Student Voice: 

Points of View 

 

"In seed time learn, in harvest teach, in winter enjoy." -William Blake 
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Kindergarten Puts the “FUN” in Fundations 

Phonics is fun in kindergarten!  Our kindergarten students are 
learning so much about letter sounds, patterns, and sounding out 
words through the use of our Fundations program.  When you 
think of phonics, or more specifically when I think of my 
childhood phonics experiences, they were so different than the 
practices used today.  I can remember workbooks upon 

workbooks with pages to complete.  I also remember the red pen! 
Nowadays, things are a little different.  Our students are active 
participants in their learning and there are so many multi-sensory 
strategies used to engage students and help them learn. 

Mrs. Gibson and Ms. Cavalluzzi’s students show what they know when 
they skywrite their letters.  Skywriting is a way for students to use their 
whole body while learning the correct way to write a letter. The full body 
experience uses the body’s muscle memory to transfer that information to the brain, which in 
turn stores it for later use when a pencil is in hand.   They then engage in a shared reading of a 1

story about their beloved Baby Echo, an owl finger puppet who helps prompt student responses. 
Students share the excitement as they read the story with Mrs. Gibson 
and Ms. Cavaluzzi and pick out the “snap words” they see on each 
slide.  They identify how Baby Echo is feeling and what he is doing, 
eventually leading up to him learning to fly. 

Students are also masters at using their tile boards.  They know that 
the pink letters are vowels and the beige letters are consonants.  They 
are able to manipulate the tiles to spell words, identify sounds, and 
share their work with their teachers.  In a brief period of time, 
students learn so much and have fun doing it! 

 

1 My Learning Springboard, Inc. “Skywriting:  PAF’s Handwriting Program.” 24 Jan. 2014, 
mylearningspringboard.com/skywriting-pafs-handwriting-program. Accessed 19 Dec. 2019. 
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Ethical Dilemmas in Science 

Debating, ethics, and Henrietta Lacks...what do these three things have in common?  They are all 
a part of Mr. Fritts’ 8th grade science class.  While mitosis may seem exciting to some, to others 
cell division may not be one of those high interest topics.  Every day, teachers have to deliver 
content in a way that engages students and sometimes that is challenging.  When you give 
students a voice and allow them to choose what path they want to take, this sets the stage for 
some amazing work! 

As students learn about cell division, Mr. Fritts brought to light the case of 
Henrietta Lacks.  In conjunction with a non-fiction article (shared by Mrs. 
O’Grady), videos, and online research, students became immersed in her story. 
At the age of 31, Henrietta Lacks died of cervical cancer.  In the time leading 
up to her death, she received radiation treatments at Johns Hopkins Hospital 
where doctors removed cervical cell samples from Henrietta without her 

knowledge.  These cells are still used today, 68 years later, and have been dubbed “immortal” 
cells.  These HeLa cells have been used to develop the polio vaccine, to determine how radiation 
damages cells, in cancer research, and have even gone to space to see how both radiation and 
space travel will impact astronauts.  Fascinating, right? 

So where does this all fit into science class?  Students are studying cell 
division, which is how the HeLa cells have been growing since 1951. 
With this background in place, students began to study the life of 
Henrietta Lacks and determine if her treatment was ethical.  Without her 
consent, her cells were taken and continue to be used, with individuals 
prospering from it, while Henrietta’s family has not received any 
compensation.  Students were asked to choose a side, was this treatment 
of Henrietta ethical or unethical?  The class was evenly divided, so Mr. 
Fritts let them go to work.  Students were intensely researching facts that 
they could include in their opening statements and arguments (a special shout out to our literacy 
teachers because students knew how to build a solid argument).  As new information was found, 
students were eager to share with Mr. Fritts, trying to find facts that he may not know.  When 
students began their debates they were prepared, organized, and ready to convince others to feel 
the way they did.  Students were sharing facts like there was no informed consent back in the 

 

3 

   



 
 

1950’s, so therefore they didn’t need to ask permission 
to take the cells.  On the opposing side, students talked 
about the advances in science, the monetary gains 
from these advances, and that the Lacks family should 
have rights to at least a percentage of these gains.  The 
students were passionate, their debates were solid, and 
in the end, there was no right or wrong answer.  It all 
boiled down to what their beliefs were on how human 
beings should be treated.  When you remove emotion 
from the equation, the question that still remained was 
that if what the doctors did was right.  Students had to 

compare today’s laws to those of the past and see that they change over time, so if a current law 
was broken in the past when it did not exist, is the person still in the wrong?  It truly is an ethical 
dilemma. 

Mr. Fritts brought depth and complexity to the study of mitosis.  In this debate, the students 
learned so much through interdisciplinary connections, research, and each other.  It was a 
fantastic sight to see and I can’t wait to go back and see more scientific debates! 

 

 

Analyzing Poetry in Literacy 

Poetry is a medium that can resonate with people in so many ways. 
It evokes strong feelings, sometimes with very few words.  It is 
also a very complex type of text, as you have to dig deep to find 
the meaning or the message the author is sharing.  Students in Ms. 
Lanza’s 7th grade literacy class were diving into the poem If by 
Rudyard Kipling and they had some amazing insights about the 
text! 
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This particular poem was written as a message to Rudyard Kipling’s son about how to grow up to be a 
good person.  The poem repeats the line, “If you can…” over and over throughout and students had to 
analyze this poem to determine what the author’s tone was through highlighting key words, identifying 
the structure through the rhyme scheme, and determining the theme or message.  Students worked in 
partners to share their thoughts and the annotations they made, providing their classmates with evidence 
on how they drew the conclusions they came to. 

Students had much to say about the poem and the conversations they were 
having with each other were very deep.  Some thought that the tone was of 
courage and perseverance, some thought it showed some doubt or 
uncertainty, citing that the word “if” repeated so many times instills this 
feeling.  Some thought there were overtones of positivity because if you 
can do certain things, then good will come of it.  

Each pair of students attacked the poem in a different way and there were many thoughts on how the 
poem came across to the readers.  That also speaks to the students taking a vested interest in the poem and 

in reading it through the lens of a 7th grade student with specific experiences, the 
perceptions were unique.  

Students were eager to share their thoughts with me, showed me their annotations, 
and discussed the rhyme scheme and themes.  No matter what direction the groups 
went in, they all supported their thoughts with evidence and the deeper meaning 
they found through reading between the lines of the text.  The work students are 
doing in Ms. Lanza’s class is both complex and rewarding.  Through these 
analytical strategies that they have learned and the climate for learning that Ms. 
Lanza has established, students have built the confidence to openly discuss their 

ideas with classmates (even if they differ) and take the risk to do this challenging work. 

To read the poem for yourself, click here. 

  

Student Voice ~ Points of View 

Students in 8th grade literacy classes have been hard at work reading texts and transferring their knowledge to 
writing.  When you read a novel and truly digest it, you walk away with a connection to characters, as if you’ve 
known them your entire life.  You can write about them in the third person, describing their trials and tribulations, 
but to put pen to paper and write a piece as if you are the character is taking it to the next level.  Mrs. O’Grady 
shared this beautifully written piece by Liam Barnett.  Liam takes on the point of view of Zachary Beaver from the 
book When Zachary Beaver Came to Town by Kimberly Willis Holt.  To provide a little background on the text, a 
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synopsis of the book goes like this, “... And the summer that Zachary Beaver, the fattest boy in the world, arrives in 
their sleepy Texas town. While it's a summer filled with heartache of every kind, it's also a summer of new 
friendships gained and old friendships renewed. And it's Zachary Beaver who turns the town of Antler upside down 
and leaves everyone, especially Toby, changed forever.”   2

Liam truly embodies the character of Zachary and makes his readers feel what Zachary felt when he first came to 
Antler, Texas.  I am very excited to share his writing with you! 

------ 
My summer was a roller coaster ride that someone pushed me to go on. When I first moved to 

Antler,Texas, in the summer of 61, I would have never imagined that this small town would have made me 

into a happier and better person. There were definitely some low points during my visit, yet there were also 

high points. Overall, I am grateful for the opportunity to have this experience, and now I feel more ready for 

the curveballs. 

My visit did not start out great. Of course I knew there would be kids bantering, but never did I 

think that my future best friends would have ever been throwing rocks at my window causing me to cut 

my foot on the glass. Or that the sheriff would be stopping by my trailer every now and then and trying to 

get me out of that town. In fact, Toby, my new best friend, brought his crush's sister,Tara, to my trailer and 

believe it or not she peed right on the floor. As you may assume, I was not the calmest in this situation, 

asking them to immediately leave. In the beginning of the visit, there were certainly a lot of negatives. 

However, there was a handful of highpoints. For one thing, the girl of my dreams, Kate, got to see 

through my physical appearance and get to know me. That is hard for some people, like Cal. Kate treated 

me like a normal person, shaking my hand, taking me to the movies, and allowing me to open up to her. 

The McKnight family losing Wayne was a tragedy, but they found the beauty, The LadyBug Waltz. The 

LadyBug Waltz was an annual tradition where everybody got together and freed the ladybugs, soaring 

onto the cotton in the cotton fields, a thing of beauty. I had a special role to let one of the bags go. I have 

2 Willis Holt, Kimberly.  “Amazon.” www.amazon.com/When-Zachary-Beaver-Came-Town/dp/0312632126. 
Accessed 18 Dec 2019. 
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said I’ve been to all these places, yet I told people that because I don’t want them feeling sorry for me. 

Actually I’ve never been to Paris or anywhere else, so this was special. Now I can say I have been a part of a 

group of people that have included me. Then of course there was the baptism. It was important for me to 

get this done because my Mom never had the chance. But my new found friends were willing to help me 

achieve this goal. Ferris, the local owner of the diner and registered preacher, was there as well as Malcolm, 

the muscle of the group, and Toby, Cal, and Kate. It was troublesome to get me above the surface at 

Gossimer Lake, but in the end, my friends got me baptized. There were highlights to my summer. 

So what am I grateful for? I’m grateful for my guardian, Paulie Rankin, taking me down to Antler, 

Texas, to have the best summer of my life. I’m grateful for the friends I met showing me how to open up 

emotionally. Most of all, I'm grateful that I realized I'm not just a freak show; I’m a human being with 

feelings. 

Even though the roller coaster ride was unexpected, it turned out to be life changing. If you’re 

wondering what’s next, I may not be traveling to other countries, but I will change to be the best I can be. I 

used to think I was only good at being stared at, but now I want more than that. Now I want to get out and 

experience life and meet people. 
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